
 
Prayers Advent Sunday 2020 
 
Father, we pray that you will be with each one of us as we pray separated, but together. Grant us a 
stillness of heart as we recognize your presence in our homes. 
 
On this Advent Sunday we remember with gratitude all those who have brought the Christian faith to us 
over the centuries; Apostles, Evangelists, Martyrs, priests, families and congregations in our villages. In 
the coming years may we live to be part of a stronger , more confidant Church. 
 
We thank you for  the blessings that we have received during the past year:  for the many times that you 
have shielded us; stood close to us in difficult and painful moments; shown us the way and helped us to 
grow in your love and Spirit. Thank you for the growth in Community cohesion during the lock downs 
and periods of tier controls: for the leadership we have been blessed with. Thank you too for health and 
the care we have received from one another.  We thank you for the vaccine for which we have prayed: 
may it bring relief. 
 
Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 
 
As we enter this new Church year, we pray for all those who lead the world’s nations. Grant them the 
wisdom to seek peace: true peace. Help them to be patient with each other, courageous, and gentle in 
their actions and speech. May they work unselfishly together, overcoming short term difficulties in the 
search for a better world in which to live. Bless those working on the Brexit agreement and those 
leading our nation: our Queen and those who serve her in Government, in their taxing and challenging 
roles. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
 
We pray for the leaders of the World’s faiths, that they too may work for peace, and remember in 
particular those who lead the Christian Churches: our Archbishops Justin of Canterbury and the recently 
appointed Stephen of York,  and Pope Francis of the Roman Catholic Church. May they seek unity, and a 
growing understanding of your will, your love, forgiveness and compassion, deepening the value of their 
leadership and example. 
 
In our own benefice we pray for wisdom as we respond to what we believe to be an error by our 
Diocese in seeking to develop the glebe land. Help us to continue to work for your Will to be done, and 
to feel compassion for those whose decision we seek to alter. Guide us in our approach and actions. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
 
We pray for all those suffering from the pandemic either directly or through having treatment delayed. 
Help us to be thoughtful and caring one for another. Bless those who are responsible for hospitals, care 
homes, and people’s own homes where suffering is occurring.  We specially remember those who are 
fearful and lonely, and grant your peace, Lord, to those approaching their end without their dearest 
close to them. Have pity on them, hold them close to you in ways that only you can know. 
 
We remember in prayer those who are sick or in the pain of grief: Sarah Davidson who died recently , 
her husband and daughters in their sorrow. Alan Dexter who died this week and his widow Jean. Those 



who are unwell: Albin Wallace; Maryon Penny; Rosemary and Primrose Line; Laurence Stapleton;  the 
Hughes family with Covid 19. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
 
Finally, Father, as we look forward to this new Christian year help us to grow in faith and love.; to 
become closer to the people you made us to be: strengthen us in our weak moments, protect us from 
temptation, soften us and make us more gentle one to another. May we see you more clearly, and love 
you more dearly day by day. 
 
We offer you our lives and prayers in Jesus’ name 
 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


