
    Advent 1                    Isaiah 64:1-9  Mark13 :24-37 1Cor1: 3-9 
 
  For Christians, the Year begins not on the first of January, but on the first Sunday of Advent. 

 Advent is the season when we get ready  for the great festival of the birth of our Lord, the 

Incarnation, at Christmas. It is above all a time of reflection and restraint, a time of watching and 

waiting for the coming of the kingdom of God in power,but in a power that is hidden. At the 

beginning of the Advent season it feels like a sober time. The readings focus on the end of History 

when the majesty of our Lord is openly revealed and we are called to give an account of our life. 

But as we get nearer to Christmas it becomes a time shot through with joy, as our salvation draws 

near. 

 

We all feel that this year has provided us with plenty of material for sober reflection already. We are  

in a certain solidarity with those Christians who lived in England long before our time who were 

also challenged by the precariousness of life. But we have also grown together. Our compassion and 

empathy has deepened, and our sensitivity to the natural world has been sharpened. We have been 

afraid, and shocked at the speed with which our smooth, taken for granted lives have been derailed. 

Isaiah writes 

“ for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity” 

If our iniquity consisted of hubris, confidence in the security of our lives,we have been thoroughly 

cured. Never again will we take the gift of life so lightly. 

 

Last weekend, when it was time to exercise my black Labrador Holly, I decided it was time to 

introduce her to the donkeys in a nearby village. Young dogs have to be socialised by being exposed 

to lots of different experiences. The two donkeys, a male Jack and a female Jennie donkey live in a 

paddock at the edge of the hamlet. They are very friendly and curious,.one grey, and the larger one 

whitish with brown patches. 

 

When we arrived at the donkey paddock I was surprised to see a young woman with a bucket of 

feed looking after the pretty eager donkeys. They were taking turns to grab mouthfuls, making 

snuffly crunching noises, and emerging from the bucket with oats all around their whiskers. I asked 

the lady if she was looking after the donkeys. She replied that they were her own donkeys, and they 

were a blessing to her at this difficult time. She came, she said , twice a day to care for them. She 

looked somewhat upset, so Holly and I stopped across the way from her and enquired further. 

 

It came to light that she worked for the ambulance service. The pressure has been almost 

unbearable. Old people were left  on the floor for hours,as ambulances were left queing outside the 

hospital waiting to admit their patients. The firemen ,she said were driving the ambulances to help 

out, “bless them”. The whole experience brought home to me the concrete demands placed on 

ordinary people in this extraordinary time that we are living through. 

 

We know that our life on this earth will some day, at the time of the Lord's choosing,come to an  

end . We know this, even if on the whole we would rather not think about it. In our Gospel reading 

we hear that there will also be a culmination of life on earth at the end of time when all that is 

hidden will come to light and fruition. 

“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.” 

This tradition of the unveiling of God's glory is also found in the Old Testament. The prophet 

Habakkuk declared 

 “ God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. His glory covered the heavens and the 

earth was full of his praise. His brightness was as the light.” 

  

In the Advent season we prepare ourselves for the wonder of the Incarnation. Because our Lord 

comes to us  as a human person we are not dazzled or overcome by the brightness of the light of 



God .In his graciousness  God comes to save us as a tiny vulnerable child ,a little one who played 

with other children and learned to speak Aramaic, his glory hidden. Even though he is the one by 

whom all things are made. 

In the Psalms we hear 

“ By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the host of them by the word of his 

mouth.” 

So it is no wonder that we turn to the consolation of the natural world in times of difficulty. We are 

not isolated from the rest of creation. All of the Cosmos awaits the salvation won by the Lord 

through the Cross. The Cross embraces “the whole creation which awaits the future glory at the end 

of time.” (Romans 8:18-22) Then the Fathers teach us, even the creatures and the plants will not be 

left aside, but all will be gathered together with us in God's love.,”the whole cosmos disordered by 

sin,that it may at last be transfigured by grace.” 

 

 So we are called to be a holy people, a community gifted with grace and peace. The Holy Spirit 

will grant us strength to endure all things and to stand before God on the Last Day,free and whole, 

our sins forgiven. 

“God is faithful; by Him you are all called into the fellowship of his Son. Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
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