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Welcome & Introduction 
  
  

Opening Sentences from Scripture 
  
 

God is our refuge and strength;  
a very present help in trouble. 

Psalm 46.1  
 
  

This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 
the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,  

his mercies never come to an end;  
they are new every morning.  

Lamentations 3.21-23  
  
  
 

We meet in the presence of God.  
We commit ourselves to work in penitence and faith 

for reconciliation between the nations,  
that all people may, together,  

live in freedom, justice and peace.  
  

We pray for all who in bereavement, disability and pain  
continue to suffer the consequences of fighting and terror.  

  
We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow  

those whose lives, in world wars and conflicts past and present,  
have been given and taken away. 

  
  

Confession 
  

Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world;  
its pride, its selfishness, its greed; its evil divisions and hatreds.  

Let us confess our share in what is wrong,  
and our failure to seek and establish that peace which God wills for all. 

For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
  

We keep a few moments of silence 
  



 
 

The hatred which divides nation from nation,  
race from race, class from class, 

Father forgive 
  

The covetous desires of people and nations  
to possess what is not their own, 

Father forgive 
  

The greed which exploits the work of human hands  
and lays waste the earth, 

Father forgive 
  

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
Father forgive 

 
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned,  

the homeless, the refugee, 
Father forgive 

  
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children, 

Father forgive 
  

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God, 
Father forgive 

  
Be kind to one another, tender hearted,  

forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
  

The Coventry Litany of Reconciliation 
  
  
 

Almighty God, have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

  
 

  
 



 
 
 

A Reading from Scripture 
  

For the gift of his holy word;  
thanks be to God.  

  
  

A thought for the day may be shared 
  
  

Act of Remembrance 
  

Let us remember before God and commend to his sure keeping; 
those who have died for their country in war; 

those whom we knew and whose memory we treasure; 
and all who have lived and died in the service of humankind. 

  
  
  
  

They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

  
 At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 

We will remember them. 
  

 We will remember them.  
  
  
  

Two minutes silence  
  
  
  

 When you go home tell them of us and say, 
for your tomorrow, we gave our today. 

  
 
 

 



 

Almighty and eternal God,  
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,  

either by death or life:  
hear our prayers and thanksgivings  
for all whom we remember this day;  

fulfil in them the purpose of your love;  
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

  
  
  

Prayers 
  

In remembrance of those -  
throughout time, all over the world - who have died in war,  

we pray urgently today that children, women and men  
may become makers of peace. 

We pray for all who suffer as a result of conflict: 
  

For the service men and women who have died in the violence of war, 
each one remembered by and known to God. 

May God give peace.  
God give peace. 

  
For those who love them in death as in life,  

offering the distress of our grief and the sadness of our loss. 
May God give peace.  

God give peace. 
  

For all members of the armed forces who are in danger this day, 
remembering family, friends and all who pray for their safe return. 

May God give peace.  
God give peace. 

  
For civilian women, children and men whose lives are disfigured by war or terror, 

calling to mind in penitence the anger and hatreds of humanity. 
May God give peace. 

God give peace. 
  

 

 



 

 

For peacemakers and peacekeepers,  
who seek to keep this world secure and free. 

May God give peace.  
God give peace. 

  
For all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership, 

political, military and religious; 
asking for gifts of wisdom and resolve in the search for reconciliation and peace. 

May God give peace.  
God give peace. 

  
O God, we pray for -  

new awareness of the battlefield within us 
new ways of challenging aggressive instincts 

new thought-patterns, language and ideas 
new appreciation of the world as one community 

new methods of dialogue and negotiation 
new attempts to befriend those different from ourselves 

new readiness to forgive and reconcile, 
new visions, new love, new hope... 

and a new faith that the peace that passes understanding  
can reach out from within us to embrace the world. 

  
We gather our prayers together in the words of the Lord’s Prayer 

  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  
Amen 

  
 

 



 

Act of Commitment  
  

We promise to make sure that our world will be a place of peace and safety  
for everyone now and in the future. Will you promise this too?  

We will 
  

 We promise to treat everybody in our world with respect,  
so that all people, whatever their race, religion or culture, are valued. 

Will you promise this too?  
We will 

  
 We promise to support every good law made  

to make our world a better place for all to live in,  
whether they are rich or poor, powerful or ordinary. Will you promise this too?  

We will 
  
  

We promise to try to make the world a place where people can live together  
happily, as neighbours, helping each other to live life to the full. 

Will you promise this too?  
We will 

  
We promise to be generous with everything that we have been given,  
so that hunger, poverty and poor education will be things of the past,  

and the whole world will share its resources. Will you promise this too?  
We will 

  
  

Blessing 
  

God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest,  
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth and all people,  

unity, peace and concord,  
and to us and all God’s servants, life everlasting. 

 And the blessing of God Almighty,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with us all and remain with us always.  
Amen. 
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