
       

         ADVENT 2  Psalm 85:8-13  Isaiah 40:1-11  2Peter3:8-15 Mark1:1-8 

 

We start the new Christian Year at the beginning of Mark's gospel. The scene is set by 

a writing from the prophet Isaiah. 

“See I am sending my messenger ahead of you who will prepare your way.” 

The overall meaning of the readings taking them all together is that the history of the 

world unfolds in a pattern. It is not a series of random unconnected events. The 

Creator has a plan which despite our miss steps, unfolds to a definite conclusion. This 

is the gathering in of all things, where nothing is eventually lost. In our Epistle 

reading this is explained. 

“For in accordance with his promise, we wait for a new Heaven and a new Earth, 

where righteousness is at home.” 

We know that our peace, and even the peace of the Earth itself, depends on the 

alignment of our lives with the Kingdom of God. This leads to Life. In Psalm 85 it is 

written 

“Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

For he will speak peace to his people 

to his faithful ones, to those who turn to him in their hearts.” 

This turning to God 'Metanoia' is the work of the Holy Spirit in us. If we fail to listen 

God remains faithful But the alternative is a scattering to the four winds, a 

dissolution, the melting away of community. 

 

In our Old Testament reading, using amazing poetry, the prophet Isaiah speaks into 

the tragic situation of Israel's captivity in Babylon, and the desolate and ravaged 

condition of Jerusalem. The poetry speaks words of comfort to the distressed and 

despairing people. It expresses the vision of a voice crying out from the the 

wilderness. There will be a levelling of the highway so that the Israelites can return 

home and God's glory will be revealed. 

 

The language is so deep that it contains what the theologians call semantic density. 

This is a special quality of scriptural prophesy. It means that the same words can be 

reapplied to many different new situations, and fulfilled again and again. This applies 

even to our time in 2020.Isaiah puts it more simply when he writes 

“The Word of our God will stand for ever.” 

He teaches his people about the character of God . God comes with power into the 

situation and settles it. 

“The Lord God comes with might.” 

He brings into the situation loving kindness 'hesed' He is like a shepherd to his 

people,leading them to a safe pasture. He cares for the whole flock together, but his 

care is tempered to their individual needs. He carries the little ones and gently leads 

the mothers. 

“See I am sending my messenger ahead of you who will prepare your way” 

 

Words that were first addressed to the despairing Israelites are now taken up by Mark 



in our Gospel reading and reapplied to John the Baptist. John seems to us a strange 

ascetic figure, but his teaching drew huge crowds from both the city of Jerusalem and 

a wide area of the countryside. Mark's description is vivid. John was a prophet like 

Elijah,even though by this time prophesy had been silent for over three hundred 

years. 

“Now John was clothed in camel 's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 

ate locusts and wild honey.” 

This was standard fare in the desert. 

 He is the “ voice of one crying out in the wilderness. Repent and be baptised for the 

forgiveness of sins.” 

 

Through out history,the desert has been a place for the revelation of God's presence. 

The harsh life there teaches important lessons about faith and righteousness. Just 

being able to survive there in such an unforgiving environment requires both 

specialist knowledge and the discipline to apply it. Even then desert life remains 

unpredictable and dangerous. This way of life teaches cooperation with others and 

often leads to a more direct trust in God. The lack of other distractions enable His 

voice to be heard more clearly. 

 

The desert between the centre of Judea and the Dead Sea was just such a place for 

John the Baptist. It is baking hot by day and freezing cold by night. The limestone 

rock shimmers white in the heat haze,and falls in a series of fearsome precipices 

down to the sea shore. In the Old testament it is named 'Jeshimmon', the place of 

devastation. 

 

It was in this place that John leaned that he was a herald called to prepare the people 

for the coming of the Messiah,  He came to understand that Jesus was to be the one 

who would bring baptism in the Holy Spirit, and new life to the world. 

 

As we say farewell to 2020 we are aware that we too have been through a kind of 

symbolic desert experience that has not yet ended. At least  it should enable us to 

learn to listen more clearly to the gentle, humble voice of the One who is shepherd 

and guardian of our souls. The place where we find peace and rest. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

   


