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Sermon for the Third Sunday of Advent  
Morning Prayer 10.30am online 

13.12.2020 
 

Lord, may the meditations of my heart, and my words be acceptable in your 

sight, and set our hearts on fire with love for you. Amen.  

 

Today is Gaudete Sunday – from the Latin word meaning ‘rejoice’.  

In St Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, he says:  

 

‘My brothers and sisters, rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus, 

for you.’ (1 Thessalonians 5.16-19).  

 

Advent is the season of prayer, thanksgiving and preparations for celebrations! 

The three celebrations are– first, Christmas, celebrating the nativity of our Lord, 

and the second celebration is looking to his coming again in glory. 

 

The third celebration is the joy coming from knowing God so loved the world 

that, in his tender mercy, his Son became Incarnate for our sake… to guard our 

souls, save us from our sins, and prepare our home with him, in his Kingdom 

 

This Third Sunday of Advent is also the time when we recall the prophet John 

the Baptist, who prepared the way, for the coming of Christ. John baptised the 

people in the River Jordan to wash away their sins and told them to prepare - 

because the Messiah was nearby. 

 

John was the last of the great prophets in the Old Testament, fulfilling the great 

prophecy of Isaiah: he quoted Isaiah’s words, saying  

 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the 

way of the Lord”’. (John 1.22-23). 

 

Day by day, moment by moment, this is our time; to straighten our ways, to 
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prepare to welcome Jesus into our lives, and into the lives of the communities 

in which we live. However, this year, Advent feels different, very different. 

 

The commercialisation  - or to put it in trendy woke terms - the cultural 

appropriation of Christmas - has been put into fresh perspective.  Conspicuous 

consumption, whether it be frantic shopping, or large gatherings which feel 

more like compulsory activities than heart-felt joy, just don’t feel right, besides 

increasing the risk of infection - and the probability of lockdown in January.  

 

This Advent - perhaps unexpectedly, our priorities are growing closer to those 

of the Holy Family:  the vulnerable couple travelling in difficult circumstances, 

coping with foreign government regulations, trying to abide by the laws, do their 

duty and look after each other and their unborn child at the same time.  

Wondering whether their travel arrangements would be safe, and whether 

there would be somewhere to stay when they arrived…  and would they be able 

to stay a while, or would they need to move on…?   

 

John the Baptist’s parents were the elderly priest Zechariah and his wife 

Elizabeth.  And their story as parents reminds us how there are times when God 

seems to delay bestowing his blessings…. But for those who continue to serve 

God faithfully in spite of seeming delays, God richly rewards in his time and 

according to his will.  

 

Perhaps this Advent, our understanding of what it means to be part of a family 

is heightened - because we will be unable to meet with all those we love, … 

perhaps because we have lost someone dear to us through the pandemic, or 

perhaps because we’ve welcomed a baby into the world, to join our family.   

 

Our Advent readings this morning remind us, through the story of John the 

Baptist, of how important it is to treasure and protect family life, to surround 

our children into adulthood with our loving support and hold onto the insight 

that holy matrimony and parenthood are God-given vocations.   Also, that as 

parents - we have the responsibility of helping our children develop their gifts 

and maturity, so they can fulfil their vocations too.  
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High on our priority lists, are ensuring the health and well-being of those we 

love, concerns about safe travelling, wondering where to stay… and what the 

laws and restrictions might be…   

❖ ensuring that those who care for us - such as the NHS - are also cared for, 

❖ ensuring that the needs of vulnerable people in our society are met, 

whether for food, medicine, mental and emotional support, and  

❖ to share Christ’s light with those who dwell in loneliness, darkness,  

and in the shadow of death (Luke 1.79). 

 

Advent directs our focus to Jesus’s teaching about the end of time, which 

Matthew records in his 25th chapter (Matthew 25.31-46). It might be 

unconventional to read that chapter from an Advent perspective,  but the 

spiritual mood of Advent can shed new light on Jesus’s final teaching examining 

how we treat those in need.  Jesus explains that when he returns in glory, he will 

separate people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats - and this will 

depend on how we treated people in need.  

 

Jesus says, “Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 

my family, you did it to me” and “Just as you did not do it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it to me.” ‘ (Matthew 25. 37-45). 

 

This unequivocal statement points back to the beginning of his teaching 

ministry: his inaugural sermon on the Mount, in which he set out the Beatitudes: 

descriptions of the personal characteristics of those who are already part of the 

coming of God’s Kingdom, that is to say - those who are already living as if the 

Kingdom has arrived and who are blessed.  

 

Matthew records that when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; 

and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and 

taught them, saying: 

 
‘3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
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6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and 

be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.’  (Matthew 5:1-12). 

 

If Jesus’s final sermon is taken seriously, more may hang on how we respond, 

then we realise. We cannot ignore the plight of human beings who are suffering 

hunger, thirst, nakedness, homelessness, sickness, persecution, and 

imprisonment. We are called by God, to join with others to find ways to come 

alongside those who lack the basic necessities of life, which we may take for 

granted.   

 

How are we to prepare for Christ’s coming again? Individually, and as the 

Christian community within the local context, nationally and globally, we are 

called to help those in need, as we are all ‘bound in the bundle of the living under 

the care of the Lord our God’ (1 Samuel 25.29).  

 

So, in the words of St Paul, 

‘The God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 

and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do 

this.’ (1 Thessalonians 5.23-24).   

Amen. 

 

The Reverend Dr Beatrice Brandon DD 


