
Intercessions – 13th December 2020 – Moose Jousiffe 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; 

And again I say, rejoice. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; 

And again I say, rejoice. 

 

Gaudete [Rejoice – recorded music from The Mediaeval Baebes ] 

 

Love’s hidden thread has drawn us to the font, 

A wide womb floating on the breath of God, 

Feathered with seraph wings, lit with the swift 

Lightening of praise, with thunder over-spread, 

And under-girded with an unheard song, 

Calling through water, fire, darkness, pain, 

Calling us to the life for which we long, 

Yearning to bring us to our birth again. 

Again the breath of God is on the waters 

In whose reflecting face our candles shine, 

Again he draws from death the sons and daughters 

For whom he bid the elements combine. 

As living stones around a font today, 

Rejoice with those who roll the stone away. 

[Malcolm Guite, 2017] 

 

 

 



 

Benison [Blessing] 

You're not cursed - you who hunger and thirst for righteousness, you who've 

been oppressed. 

Pure in heart, poor in spirit, reap your happiness. 

You who mourn, you meek and merciful, nonetheless be content! 

Peacemakers make your choice, lift up Christ - raise your voice, and rejoice. 

Benison 

you earthbound denizen, it is great reward to serve your Lord. 

Promise comes to the sons of God in one accord, 

fulfilment, comfort, and peace from his motherboard. 

Suffer the world's great persecution with applause from heaven - benison. 

[Ruth Poteet] 

1. The Church of Christ; 

Lord we pray for the welfare of your church here on earth: guide and govern it 

by your good Spirit, so that all who call themselves Christians may be led in the 

way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 

righteousness of life.. 

We pray for Christians in other countries, especially where there is suffering, 

danger and persecution and those sent out as missionaries and aid workers.   

We pray for Christians in our own country; the Church of England, the churches 

of the whole United kingdom.  We pray for this diocese; our bishop and the 

leaders of this parish and benefice.   

 



Strengthen your people for their witness and work in the world. Fill your 

ministers with your Spirit, that they may faithfully preach the gospel and 

administer your holy sacraments. Unite in the truth all who confess your name, 

that we may live together in love and proclaim your glory in all the world. 

 

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. (All) 

 

2. Creation, human society, the Sovereign and those in authority; 

Almighty God, we praise you for your creation, and all you richly provide. 

Enable us to live in such a way that your majesty and mercy are seen by all. 

We pray for the peoples of the world and their leaders and especially those 

countries in crisis; we especially pray for the negotiators from the UK and the 

EU as they attempt to find a solution to the looming Brexit crisis of no-deal.  

Open their hearts and minds to your guidance Lord. We pray for the leaders and 

people of the United States as they begin the process of presidential transition; 

lord guide those that struggle to come to terms with the results of the election 

and may they see and embrace your governance above all others.  At the 

beginning of its deployment, we call on you to guide and protect the 300 British 

soldiers that will deploy to Mali in the coming weeks as part of the UN 

peacekeeping mission there.  Help them to protect and improve the lives of 

some of your most disadvantaged children. 

We give thanks and pray for Elizabeth our Queen, her heirs and family 

We pray for leaders of our government and all the opposition parties 

regardless of political persuasion and for county and local government leaders 

and officials.  All governments rule under your authority; may they work for 



the good of those they rule, seeking your justice and peace in every law and 

action.  We pray for our military and all those in the emergency services; those 

in the NHS and those who administer our laws.   

We pray for your guidance for all who have responsibility; all men and women 

in their daily work. 

Give wisdom to those in authority in every land and may the recognise that the 

ultimate authority is you lord.   Give to all peoples a desire for righteousness and 

peace, with the will to work together in trust, to seek the common good and to 

share with justice the resources of the earth. 

At a time of turmoil in the world when decisions being made are life or death 

decisions for often innocent people, We pray that you will be there when those 

decisions are being made and that your voice will be heard above the egos and 

self-interest.  

 

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. (All) 

3. The local community 

We give thanks for one another; our local community; those caring for people 

in need; those who teach in our schools; those unsung heroes who often work 

behind the scenes, tirelessly, quietly, unseen and without seeking accolades or 

remuneration.  

We pray for those that run and work in our church, school and pre-school and 

provide such an important service to our village of Titchmarsh and the 

surrounding area. 



We commend to your keeping, Father, ourselves and each other, our families, 

our neighbours, and our friends.   

Lord at this time of year we especially remember and commend to your care our 

friend and postie Mark.  Protect his physical and mental well-being as he strives 

to provide Titchmarsh and the surrounding villages with his usual outstanding 

service under very difficult circumstances.  May he find the time to enjoy this 

special time of year and to celebrate with his young family. 

Enable us by your Spirit to live in love for you and for one another.   

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. (All) 

4. Those who suffer; 

We pray for those in need: those who suffer; the sick; the poor; the distressed; 

the lonely; the unloved; the persecuted; the unemployed; those who grieve; and 

those who care for them… 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially …  

• Albin Wallace,  

• John Fieldsend 

• Primrose, Rosemary and Dennis Line,  

• Pam Sykes and 

• John Gaskin and 

• Laurence Stapleton 

give them courage and hope in their troubles; Give them a firm trust in your 

goodness; help those who minister to them; and bring us all into the joy of your 



salvation.  Lord we thank you for guiding those that have successfully 

developed vaccines to protect us from covid-19. 

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.’ 

5. The communion of saints. 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World, a light which no darkness can quench. 

We remember before God those who have died, their family and loved 

ones.      

Lord at this time we remember and commit to you the family of Alan Dexter 

and especially his wife Jean and the families of all those that have died from 

covid-19, those that are infected and suffering.  

You turn our darkness into light; in your light shall we see light. 

 

Lord in Your mercy.  - 'Hear our prayer’ 

Merciful Father, “Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. Amen”. 

 


