
Sermon for Sunday 7th February 2021 – 2nd Sunday before Lent 
Preached by the Revd Liz Waller 
 
Readings: Prov8:1,22-31; Col1:15-20; John1:1-14 
 
The readings set for today are stunning. They are both philosophical and poetic in style. 
All focus on Jesus as the eternal one, dwelling with God before the foundation of the 
world. He is the Wisdom of God. The one who was always at the Father's side, from 
before the establishment of the Earth. 
  “at the first, before the beginning of the Earth 
    when there were no depths, I was brought forth.” 
 
On Friday, my neighbourhood received an unprecedented letter from the Public 
Health Directorate, as well as our local council. 
  “As we begin the new year, a time normally filled with a sense of renewed hope, we 
are unfortunately battling extremely high corona virus case numbers throughout the 
district.” 
This is disturbing to put it mildly. We are aware that History is being made and we are 
living through it but we would rather not be! 
 
The Israelites were also often challenged by extreme difficulties, and this led them to 
have a deep understanding of the meaning of Wisdom. They were interested in the 
rules that govern the workings of the natural world. Here we are blessed compared to 
the Israelites as our scientists are able to unravel nature's secrets in a manner denied 
to them. Their understanding of Wisdom also included the ability to make sound 
judgements about life itself, how we evaluate human experience and how we act upon 
that evaluation. They were deeply concerned with the ethical and moral aspects of 
life and sought to explain the relationship between human nature and God the Creator. 
They asked the question “How do we make a proper response to God?” 
There is something mysterious about their discoveries. 
 
“When he established the heavens I was there. 
When he marked out the foundations of the earth 
then I was beside him like a master worker.” 
 
In the Prologue of John's Gospel John takes up this mysterious writing in Proverbs and  
applies it to Jesus. 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a Father's only Son, full of grace and truth.” 
 
The world often values such things as efficiency, success, accomplishment and 
productivity. It is true that these qualities have their place. Even Proverbs teaches that 
we should not disengage from the world. 
 



“As a door turns on its hinges,so does a lazy person turn in bed.” 
Well obviously he is going nowhere. 
Even so, God's wisdom is strange and different. The Lord whom we worship is gentle 
and humble. 
 
Jesus was not born to riches and worldly glory. The Father sent Him into the world , 
born in the most unfortunate circumstances. The chosen method for the incarnation, 
the inpouring of God's life and love into the world, was just a very ordinary family. The 
absolute surrender and helplessness of a tiny baby. A hostile regime bent on his 
destruction. 
 
And when Jesus was born, God sent the lowly shepherds to worship Him, long before 
the Wise Men arrived. When the shepherds reached the manger, the animals were 
already there. 
“He comes into what was his own.” 
As Jesus grew in wisdom and maturity, he remained within the restrictive framework 
of God's choosing. A small unimportant country town, a carpenter's shop. 
 
 In a similar way, the conditions of our material life becomes the vehicle for God's 
presence in our lives. The pressure of the Spirit of Christ is everywhere. Even the 
testing time that we are currently enduring can contribute towards our growth in 
wisdom. 
 
In our Epistle reading we again here about the kingly glory of the risen Christ. 
“He is the image of the invisible God...in Him all things in heaven and earth were 
created.” 
We know that he is also our loving gentle Lord who went to the Cross for the 
forgiveness of sins. As we surrender to Him in love and trust we are adopted into the 
family of God. 
“But to all who receive him. 
 who believe in his name, he gives power to become children of God.” 
We can see that becoming a child of God involves downward mobility. Meekness is 
the grace of the childlike, and yet it is often one of the last graces we acquire. We are 
to become as little children accepting our situation and spiritual attraits as an 
indication of how we are to best serve God's will for us. His creation of us is an act of 
love, and in us He delights. 
 
“Through Him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things.. by making peace 
through the blood of his cross.” 
 


