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Sermon for Mothering Sunday 2021 
Morning Prayer 10.30am online 

 

 

Lord, may the meditations of my heart, and my words be acceptable in your 

sight, and set our hearts on fire with love for you. Amen.  

 

Mary, mother of Jesus, was the first Christian, the first person to welcome, to 

make space in her heart and in her body, for God the Son to come into this world, 

for our sake.  

 

And Mary did this gladly, as she described in her wonderful song, the Magnificat, 

thanking and praising God, foretelling the future which would come about  

through her whole-hearted,  loving big ‘yes’ to be the biological mother of his 

Son.  

 

As Mary carried the unborn Jesus in her womb for nine months, perhaps the 

family and neighbours wondered (perhaps Mary herself pondered) about what 

Jesus would look like? What colour would his hair be, his eyes, and his skin tone? 

The one person Jesus would not naturally look like, would be Joseph! Imagine 

Joseph, wondering the same thing…   

 

But no-one could know what the baby Jesus would look like, because no one had 

seen God the Father. John reported at the start of his version of the gospel, that 

‘No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 

heart, who has made him known.’ (John 1.19).  

 

When we think about Jesus, we do not obsess or worry about his skin colour or 

other physical features: we think about his fully divine and fully human nature.  

We think of all that he taught us and achieved for all of us – our salvation and 

the offer of eternal life… and how Jesus has made God our father – known to us.  

 

The culmination of God’s love, manifested in God the Son, was revealed to us as 

Jesus hung crucified on the Cross, with his mother standing at his feet, alongside, 

loyal as ever and loving him through the worst moments of his incarnate life.  
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Mary’s experience of being a mother was both extraordinary – and ordinary. She 

gave birth in the most difficult circumstances, in Bethlehem, Roman-occupied 

territory, in a stable.   

 

Protecting the baby Jesus within the tiny nuclear family, they became refugees, 

escaping to Egypt. Then, with her husband Joseph she settled in Nazareth, made 

a home in which Jesus could grow up, safe, away from extremes of attention - 

and associated dangers.  

 

At the age of twelve when most boys naturally want some freedom to roam, 

Jesus disappeared during a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Any mother who has had 

the experience of not knowing where their child is, can understand the panic, 

the distress and worry – until the child is found safely again (Luke 2: 41-52).   

 

Mary’s joy at finding him safe - came with the realisation of his learning, his 

wisdom, his understanding of his origins – and his vocation. One of the greatest 

joys of parenthood is seeing our children grow and mature into the peo9ple God 

intends them to be!  

 

For the first few days and weeks of his public ministry, Mary was there with him, 

enjoying the wedding in Cana… But then Mary became a background figure to 

the main narrative.   

 

We know very little certain: we do not know how much she knew about – or was 

involved in the public life of Jesus and his disciples. We could speculate about 

her feelings as she watched and listened, hearing about the most important 

events in Jesus’s life, sharing his concerns, his joys and sorrows, giving hospitality 

to his disciples, his friends - and their families.  

 

We can draw on our own experiences of family life, but we can barely begin to 

imagine what it must have been like for Mary during the last few days of Jesus’s 

life: hearing about his arrest, the accusations and aggression of the crowds, then 

the sheer horror of watching her son being forced to stagger through the streets 

of the city, to be crucified and left to die upon the cross.  
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There is no mention of Joseph being still alive, and the reading from John’s 

gospel indicates that, by the time Jesus was crucified, she was living alone, 

probably a widow… no husband around to share the burden of such immense 

horror and grief….  to take her home, comfort… and look after her.  When Jesus 

gave Mary to John, so that they could care for each other as mother would with 

her own son, it was one of the last practical things Jesus could do for his mother, 

before his death.  

 

It was also a moment in Mary’s life, when Jesus asked something profoundly 

important of her, which was to open her heart to love and to care for others, 

even though she would be suffering more deeply than we can begin to imagine.  

It was a divinely given vocation and a divinely given commission. God had 

prepared her for both: Mary had seen more closely than any other human being, 

the personification of pure, self-giving love - which comes through God’s grace, 

personal faithful trust in God, and holy compassion.   

 

In giving his mother Mary to his disciple John, Jesus did something profoundly 

important for us, too. He showed to all, for all time - that each of us is a brother 

or a sister to others, for whom Jesus died so that we will be saved.   

 

Jesus asked Mary his mother and his disciple John to make space in their lives 

for each other, to care for each other in a new kind of relationship: being family 

forever, in the love of Christ.  So, even before Jesus died on the Cross, he had 

initiated this radical new understanding of what it means to be part of the family 

of God, in this world – eternal, blessed family, which goes way beyond shared 

DNA.  

 

Today, Mothering Sunday 2021, let us look afresh to Mary, to whom we owe so 

much gratitude, our love and our profound respect – for all that she has done 

for us, through being willing to be part of God’s great plan, and for the most 

amazing example of loving obedience she has set before us – now, and for ever.  

 

Amen.  

 

The Reverend Dr Beatrice Brandon DD                                              14 March 2021 


