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Theme: "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified" John 

12:23 

Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34;  Hebrews 5:5-10;  John 12:20-33 

People sometimes speak about their ‘hour of glory’. It might be referring 

to a moment of supreme achievement – completing the London 

marathon, achieving a prodigious prize like the Nobel peace prize, 

winning a competition or being able to walk again after an accident. 

Such occasions usually involve being honoured or admired by others. It 

is a high point in our lives and we feel good about ourselves and may 

even bask a little in the admiration of others. 

Today is Passion Sunday – when we think of Jesus’ ‘hour of glory’, 

which is the supreme moment or climax of his life, revealed in his 

suffering and death. Our readings today prepare us for the great 

ending/begining on Easter day. 

Jeremiah, one of the great old testament prophets, had a key message 

for the people, that they must return to God and be converted. They had 

turned away from God and were worshiping idols. He understood 

beforehand of the disaster that was going to happen when 

Nebuchadnezzar would take the people captive to Babylon. In this 

reading he preaches about hope beyond misfortune and that God will 

pardon and make all things new. The old covenant was written on 

tablets of stone but there is coming a new covenant which will be written 

in people’s hearts. They won’t need to refer to the tablets and have them 

read out, rather the message is within their own consciousness. The true 

Lord will be accessible and known to all and he will forgive their actions 

and not remember anymore all the wrong things they have done. God 

will make everything wiped clean for his people. A promise of the new 

covenant to come. 

The reading from Hebrews introduces us to Jesus as the great high 

priest and refers to him from the order of Melchizedek.  Why is this 

important? We need to look at a bit of history. When Abraham had 

returned from defeating an enemy he was greeted by Melchizedek, King 

of Salem, who welcomed him and offered bread and wine. Abraham 

treated Melchizedek well and gave him one tenth of the captured bounty 

as a gift. Melchizedek is a shadowy figure with no parents recorded, no 
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particular lineage and no record of his birth or death. He was the high 

priest but not appointed or chosen by anyone except God. The priests at 

the time of Jesus were all descendants of Aaron, (Moses’ brother), who 

had been called by God. However, the high priests since were chosen 

by the people from the Levitical line. Aaron and other old testament high 

priests died and were replaced. Now we are being told that Jesus is not 

like these priests who give sacrifices continually but then will die and be 

replaced. Rather Jesus is like Melchizedek – a high priest who lives 

forever. As it says in Psalm 110: “The Lord has sworn and will not 

change his mind, you are a priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek”. We are also told that Jesus didn’t glorify himself but was 

appointed as high priest by God. A high priest that would make one 

sacrifice – himself – through which we would all be made free. Jesus 

prayed and made supplications to God about his future suffering and 

death but was totally obedient to his father being made perfect. Through 

him we will have eternal salvation if we obey his words. From about 

200CE, the early Christians considered that Melchizedek’s offering of 

bread and wine to Abraham was a prefigurement of the Christian 

Eucharist. 

The reading from John’s gospel comes just after the account of Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem which we will be looking at in detail next 

week – Palm Sunday. The pharisees are plotting against Jesus but say: 

“You see, you can do nothing. Look the world has gone after him”. So, 

we can imagine a crowd of people, Jews, Greeks and other visitors all in 

Jerusalem ready for the festival of the Passover. The scene is probably 

in the court of the Gentiles on the outskirts of the temple as Greeks are 

there. We are told that Greeks want to see Jesus but as much of the 

known world spoke Greek they could have been visitors from any area 

outside Israel. They approach Philip and he then goes to Andrew – why 

those two? Possibly because they had Greek names, or they could have 

been talking in Greek and heard by the visitors. The two disciples then 

go to Jesus and say to him that people want to talk to him. 

Jesus doesn’t answer them as we would have expected – ‘lovely, bring 

them over so I can talk with them’. Rather he goes off talking about 

seeds growing to plants, life and death, and servants and masters. Then 

Jesus says: “The hour has come for the son of Man to be glorified”. 
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Earlier in John’s gospel, at the wedding in Cana, Jesus told his mother 

that his ‘time has not come’. When they tried to arrest him, they were 

unable to do so, as ‘his time had not come’. But now Jesus tells 

everyone that his time has come. 

Jesus tells the people that to be his followers, they must be willing to 

follow his example and give up their old way of life. He is about to stand 

alone against the power of sin and death, so we that don’t have to. He is 

also pioneering a route along which his followers must travel after him. 

Jesus has been given a job to do by the Father and he is determined to 

complete it. Hence the Greeks being challenged that to find out about 

him, see what he is doing, then they must go after him and risk all. 

For Jesus the climax of his role is nearly here – he has said ‘my hour 

has come’. The arrival of these Greek visitors seems to have been the 

tipping point – interesting that it was gentiles and not Jews at that crucial 

time. So, we could have expected Jesus. to be proud but he was not, he 

was exhilarated and was ready for the great challenge ahead. However, 

we are told that Jesus was troubled. The Word made flesh was human 

and weak and knowing what was going to happen to him – suffering and 

a very unpleasant death, Jesus’ natural reaction would have been to ask 

– how can I get out of this? At this moment we get a glimpse of the 

future with Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. He wonders whether he 

should ask the Father to save him. But then argues that it is for this 

reason that he has come to earth, reached this point and will glorify his 

Father’s name. 

Like any father, God responds to His Son and John tells us of one of the 

few times an audible voice is heard from heaven. People standing 

around thought it was thunder and others considered an angel might 

have been speaking to him. But John believes that the voice was God’s. 

Jesus tells the crowd that the voice saying the message was not for him 

but rather for them to hear – God said: “I have glorified it, and I will 

glorify it again”. God has glorified his name in Jesus through his extra-

ordinary public career and his loving words. The people did not 

understand the obscure hints about Jesus’ own death and his reference 

to when he is lifted up from the earth. His disciples must have been 

really puzzled – what is Jesus up to? 
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The glory of the Father is paramount and Jesus is totally committed to 

bringing that glory about. Jesus has no desire to suffer for its own sake 

but knows that God’s loving purposes are at work through his suffering 

and death. His death will be fruitful and through it, God’s glory will be 

revealed. But he has a warning for the people in that those who usurped 

God’s rule will now be condemned as the judgement of the world is near. 

Those who follow him and give up on the old way of life will be drawn to 

him when he is lifted up from the earth. 

Our society is driven by success, celebrity culture and ‘influencers’. 

Perhaps we need to evaluate our own ‘hours of glory’. Are the high 

points of our lives really the moments we think of as our greatest 

achievements when we enjoy the admiration of others? God’s glory is 

revealed in Jesus through his self-giving love, suffering and death. At 

times of difficulty in our lives sometimes God’s glory is revealed when we 

simply entrust ourselves to his living purposes. As his disciples, we are 

urged not to cling to our lives, achievements or glory but to give 

ourselves in love as he did. We are called to live his anguish as we walk 

with him remembering our glory will be in another place. 

 


