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Easter Day  
 
Readings: Isaiah 25:6-9; Acts 10:34-43; Mark 16:1-8 
 
Theme: “So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them”. Mark 16:8 
 
At times we chose to do things which frighten us, like riding the Big 
Dipper, abseiling down a cliff or even watching a scary TV programme 
like ‘The Terror’. Perhaps you can remember hiding behind the sofa to 
watch Dr Who and the Daleks or cowering under the bed clothes after 
reading ‘Rosemary’s Baby’. The women in our gospel reading had not 
chosen to be terrified. 
 
This last week in the life of Jesus has been full of ups and downs for him 
and the disciples. Last week we celebrated Palm Sunday, the day when 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey to great acclaim from the crowd. 
He was heralded as a king and everyone, except the chief priests and 
pharisees, were shouting our ‘Hosanna in the highest heaven’. After this 
the Pharisees plotted to kill Jesus because he was just too popular with 
the people and they feared he could possibly upset the status quo which 
they had established with the Roman rulers. Jesus also didn’t fit with 
their expectations of a Messiah. In an earlier chapter Mark gives the 
account of Judas Iscariot going to the chief priests and offering to betray 
Jesus for money. 
 
On the day we now call Maundy Thursday, on the feast of the Passover, 
Jesus celebrated with his disciples in a private room in the city of 
Jerusalem. He tells the disciples that someone is going to betray him 
and they all ask ‘surely not I’. Jesus’ answer is it will be one of the twelve 
who dips his bread into the bowl at the same time. We are not told if it 
was just the twelve disciples with him at the meal or whether the women 
were waiting on them. The disciples must have been worried and upset 
that their friend was going to be betrayed by an insider. Jesus accepts 
that this is the path he must take and says to them all: ‘after I am raised 
up, I will go before you to Galilee’. So, they do have the expectation that 
he will meet with them again but no doubt they couldn’t understand what 
he meant by being raised up. He is still preparing them, but they still do 
not get it. 
 
After the meal they all go into the garden of Gethsemane for Jesus to 
pray. But even though the disciples are concerned they fall asleep and 
cannot keep watch and support him. Judas comes up to Jesus, calls him 
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Rabbi and kisses him. The sign he had agreed to use for the betrayal. 
What must they all have felt that a sign of love was usurped into the 
greatest betrayal of all time. We are not told if the women were there too 
or if they then followed the arrested Jesus to the council and the 
subsequent trial. But Mark does specially mention Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James the younger and Joses, and Salome were 
watching the crucifixion on the Friday from a distance. When Jesus’ 
body was taken down from the cross and given to Joseph of Arimethea, 
the two Mary’s are reported to have followed Joseph taking the body to 
his tomb for burial. Therefore, they knew which tomb Jesus had been 
laid in and its location.  
 
The day after the crucifixion was the sabbath day and according to 
Jewish law no work or other activities could take place. Hence the 
urgency for Jesus to be taken down from the cross on the Friday. In the 
evening when restrictions were lifted Mark tells us that the three women, 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome purchased the 
special spices which were used to anoint bodies. The custom was for 
the body to first be wrapped tightly in linen with spices as a mark of 
reverence and also to reduce the aroma as the body decayed. The body 
was then laid in a cave or tomb carved out of the rock face. The 
entrance would be sealed with a large stone rolled across the opening. 
These tombs would be used for more than one person but in Jesus’ 
case it was a new tomb and he was the only one buried there. Later 
after a body had fully decomposed the bones would have been removed 
and placed in an ossuary. 
 
Early on the first day of the week, the next day, the three women travel 
out of the city to the tomb. As they approach the tomb, we wonder what 
was going through their minds: 
 ‘Our friend and leader dead, placed in this tomb’. 
‘All our hopes for the future dashed – he had said so many things about 
the future but now it all seems lost’. 
Or a practical consideration ‘ how are we going to move the stone away 
from the entrance to the tomb?’ 
‘What will we find?’ 
They must have been filled with anxiety about even going to the tomb 
just in case they were seen by officials. The Pharisees might have left 
guards to catch any of Jesus’ followers and so arrest them too. So, 
imagine their surprise and possible horror at finding the stone rolled 
away and the tomb open. Could there have been grave robbers here 
already looking for valuables? They have the courage to go into the 
tomb. Instead of finding the linen wrapped body lying on the shelf, it was 
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empty. A young man dressed in a white robe was sitting on the right side 
of the tomb. It was definitely a scary moment – thoughts must have 
flashed through their minds. ‘Who is this? Where is Jesus’ body? What 
has happened? Has the body been stolen?’ 
 
Mark’s account only mentions a young man not an angel being in the 
tomb. The young man spoke to the women and told them not to be 
frightened. They must have looked terrified. He then gave them a 
message: ‘Do not be afraid; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth who 
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look there is the 
place they laid him. Go tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead 
of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you’. 
 
The women must have been really puzzled and bewildered. True they 
could remember Jesus saying something about death and rising to life 
again but they just hadn’t understood him. They might have thought 
back to Jesus bringing Lazarus back from the dead after the four days 
and telling the people to unwrap him from the burial bindings. But then 
the tomb had been opened first. How could Jesus have come alive and 
got out of the tomb with the big stone in the way? Surely this young man 
could not have pushed it on his own. And he seems to know what Jesus 
had said to the disciples after the evening meal as they went out to the 
Mount of Olives about going before them to Galilee after he has been 
raised up. He has told us to go and give a message to the disciples and 
Peter that Jesus will meet them in Galilee. 
 
Overcome with fear Mary, Mary and Salome ran away from the tomb. 
Mark ends by telling us they said nothing to anyone. Would anyone have 
believed them when they recounted what had happened at the tomb and 
the message they had been given? So we are left with an ending which 
is not the sort of happy ending we would have liked to the story of Jesus. 
But it is very powerful and leaves us with a strange and brooding puzzle 
as to what might have happened next. Within his gospel Mark does tell 
his readers over and over again that Jesus tried to teach his disciples 
that he would suffer, be killed, but would rise to life again. They thought 
he spoke in riddles and they just didn’t get it. At the transfiguration Jesus 
instructed them to tell no-one until the Son of Man has been raised from 
the dead. Jesus may have appeared to talk in riddles, but he told the 
truth. Even in his last message given to the women, Jesus thinks of the 
needs of others. He names Peter, not because he has a primary, 
leadership role but to show that Peter’s catastrophic denials of knowing 
Jesus, after his arrest, are forgiven. Jesus does not regard anyone as 
beyond redemption. 



On-line service  4th April 2021 

C Brawn 4 

 
Mark’s gospel is the earliest written, probably just before the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 70CE. It has this abrupt ending which has been debated 
over the years. In some bibles a short or longer ending has been added. 
But we need to read the other gospels for the next steps in the story 
after the resurrection. It is likely that Mark did write more but the end of 
the scroll was torn off and lost. But we can write our own ending: 
The women talk together and gain courage and go to the disciples. 
The men listen in amazement and then go to check out the tomb – just 
to be sure. 
They may have searched around for a body just to be safe. 
Then remembering the message – go to Galilee and meet with Jesus. 
They believe that Jesus has risen from the dead just as he said he 
would. They weren’t expecting the resurrection and hadn’t understood 
Jesus’ teaching about it, yet in Acts we read that these scared and 
unbelieving disciples went on to preach the resurrection to thousands 
and were convinced enough to risk their lives telling others about it. 
 
As we put ourselves in the footsteps of the three women on that early 
morning – how would we have felt? Would we too have “fled from the 
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized us”. We are fortunate in 
having the reports from the other gospels and epistles to refer too. Our 
reading from Acts gives an account of Peter’s speech to the gentiles in 
which he says they were witnesses to his death and his appearances 
after he had risen from the dead. That Jesus is the one ordained by God 
as the judge of the living and the dead. The resurrection is central to our 
faith. Jesus was who he said he was: the Son of God. It shows he has 
power over both sin and death as it says in Isaiah: “death itself will be 
swallowed up forever”. He brings us forgiveness and life eternal, and it 
means that Jesus is still alive, living with us here and now, so we are 
never alone. May we all then be able to proclaim with confidence this 
Easter: 
Christ is risen! - from terror has come joy. 
 
 
 


